INTRODUCTION

IN 1798 appeared Wordsworth's and Coleridge's
Lyrical Ballads, which is usually regarded as the
starting-point of that new movement in poetry called
the Romantic Movement, In 1922 appeared Mr.
T. S. Eliot's The Waste Land, which many poets and
critics of to-day regard as the most significant land-
mark in post-War literature, In the Lyrical Ballads
Wordsworth and Coleridge wrote of homely people
in homely language, enlarging the range of poetry
by extending their themes to simple people whose
thoughts and emotions are common to everyone, In
The Waste Land Mr, Eliot explored the world of his
own subconscious mind, and exposed the temper of
the modern world as decadent and sterile. By means
of literary quotation and cross-allusion, in everyday
prosaic rhythms, without any aesthetic artifices, with
broken disconnected images, and with such frequent
solecisms of thought, expression and syntax as make
one doubt the poem's complete seriousness, Mr, Eliot
satirised the world of to-day.

Some poets and critics hailed The Waste Land as
a great poem; others were more sceptical, and, while
giving it credit for its passages of genuine poetry and
its literary kinship, doubted Mr. Eliot's seriousness
and the poem's importance,

" The most stupendous literary hoax since Adam,
Yet in some abysmal way creative,
Even in its disintegration,
Touched with the finger-nail of Donne
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